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Midwestern hospital. My T A e
task, as you might NAMAS

imagine, was to provide
education regarding
audits of E/M services
that I had conducted. I
walked into a room full of FESSAEELISNRICALIE
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specialist surgeons
thinking myself to be the
be-all and end-all of E/M guidelines and coding.
Suddenly, one physician looked at me and
stated, "Have you ever heard of Larry Weed?
How do these guidelines apply to the creation of
a patient-oriented medical record?"
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As a NAMAS member, you'll receive access to
monthly webinars for CEUs (including those hard
to find CPMA CEUs!), a subscription to BC
Advantage magazine, discounts on products and
NAMAS training events, and much, much more!

We offer 4 membership levels - choose the one
that best suits your needs!

With one sentence, my sense of expertise
disappeared, and began a journey that has led
me to a completely different view of E/M
guidelines and how they apply in today's
electronic medical record (EMR) environment.

Click Here to View NAMAS Membership
Levels and Benefits

For added convenience, NAMAS accepts PayPal,
PayPal Credit, quarterly and monthly payments
of membership dues.

Dr. Lawrence Weed passed away at the age of
93 a little over one year ago, and left an indelible
mark on medical documentation, and by
extension the science of medicine. He is the
father of the "SOAP" note (Subjective,
Objective, Assessment and Plan), which he
developed in the late 1960's as a response to
what he felt were poor documentation habits by
the medical residents he was overseeing. Having
come to that position from a background in
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medical research, he began to insist that the
medical records being created under his tutelage
include all of the following:

e A clear definition of the problem;

e Data to support the definition;

e What is being done to attempt to solve it;
and

e That the end product be thoughtful,
reliable, analytically sound and efficient.

As auditors, we now find ourselves collectively in
the age of the EMR. When combined with the
current E/M guidelines, a pattern of documenting
to the level is beginning to emerge. Dr. Weed
taught for the entirety of his career that the
EMR is primarily a tool for scientific
documentation of the patient's medical
condttion(s). As auditors and educators, we are
often the convenient target for a provider's
frustration in attempting to walk the tightrope
between these two goals.

Knowing just a little bit about Dr. Weed and his
goals for documentation provides an opportunity
to assist providers in navigating that tightrope.
Each of the four bullet points above corresponds
to a portion of an EMR:

¢ A clear definition of the problem -
This would be the documentation of the
chief comphint, as well as the elements of
the history of present ilness. This would
also include the physician's assessment
based on the encounter;

e Data to support the definition - This
corresponds to the laboratory, radiology,
and medical testing that is ordered and/or
reviewed in order to support the
assessment;

e What is being done to attempt to
solve it - This equates to interventions
that have either been attempted prior to
the encounter, or prescribed during the
encountered;

¢ That the end product be thoughtful,
reliable, analytically sound and
efficient - This is the toughest portion of
Dr. Weed's mission in the EMR universe.

While we as auditors train to the guidelines,

we need to make certain that in the end,
the documentation that is created is
meaningful to the providers involved in the
care of the patient.

At this point, it is important to point out that Dr.
Weed was not against the use of electronic tools
for diagnostic purposes. In his final book,
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Our Medical Auditing Bootcamp wil train you

to become a medial auditor. Learn the principles

of auditing, compliance regulations, and how to
perform the daily duties of an auditor.

Our next online session, scheduled as a
3 week LIVE Online Tues/Thurs
Evening Session
begins on August 14, 2018!

Click Here to Learn More & View Our
Medical Auditing BootCamp Schedule
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Become a certified E&M auditor at our

E&M Auditing BootCamp®

Our 2- Day E&M Auditing Bootcamp is an
accelerated auditing training specific to E&M
auditing. Learn about audt policies, get clarity on
documentation guidelines, medical decision

making, medical necessity and more. Plus, during

this training program you wil have the
opportunity earn our NEW CREDENTIAL -
Certified Evaluation and Management
Auditor (CEMA)!

Our 2-Day E&M BootCamps are
scheduled as follows:

July 24 & 25: Portland, ME
Aug 7 & 8: Charlotte, NC
August 21 & 22: San Francisco, CA
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"Medicine in Denial", he theorized about using the Click Here to Learn More & View Our E&M
awesome power of computers to assist providers Auditing BootCamp schedule

with diagnostic medicine. Yet he also warned

about the trends that were taking medical

records from "patient-centered” to "provider- You're Invited to Help Us Celebrate Our

centered". The "SOAP" note format is devolving 10th Conference Anniversary!
into the "APSO" note, as younger providers look

for shortcuts in determining the patient's status
at the time of an encounter. While this is
convenient to the provider, what important tems
in the history and review of systems are possibly
being overlooked in this format?
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Auditors are not providers, and providers are not
auditors, but gaining an understanding of Dr.
Weed's goals for scientifically sound
documentation can greatly assist in bridging the
divide, while making certain that both parties are
recognized as an expert in their own idiom.
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Wyndham Grand Clearwater_ Beach

Pre-Conference: Sunday, Nov. 11, 2018
Conference: Monday, Nov. 12 -
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2018
Venue: Wyndham Grand Clearwater
Clearwater Beach, FL

J. Paul Spencer, CPC,
COC

Paul is a Senior Compliance
Consultant for our
parent organization,
DoctorsManagement.

Click Here to View the
Conference Agenda
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1. Secure your spot & lock in your registration
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toward your balance

s 2. Request an invoice to be supplied to your

employer for payment

3. Receive 90 days no interest financing with
PayPal Credit for balances over $99! Simply add
your registration to our shopping cart and select
the PayPal Credit option at checkout!

NAMAS is proud to offer the following
webinars in June:

Corporate Integrity Agreements (CIA)

(Compliance Webinar Series) Registration Information

June 25, 2018- Note Updated Date NAMAS Member Registration
2pm EST (Through August 30, 2018)
Speaker: Robert Liles, JD Conference Only: $1095

Pre-Conference & Conference: $1395
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Hands On: Inpatient E/M Services
(Hands On Webinar Series)
June 26, 2018
2pm EST
Speaker: Kathy Pride

Auditing Behavioral Health Services
(FREE Webinar for all!)
June 27, 2018
2pm EST
Speaker: Shannon Cameron

If you are interested in registering for the
webinars above, please email us at
namas@namas.co.
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Exclusion Screening LLC is an allin one

verification service which checks individuals and

entities against all required State and Federal
exclusion lists.

NAMAS members save 10% on standard rates
for services offered by Exclusion Screening. To

learn more about Exclusion Screening,
visit www.exclusionscreening.com.
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Click the image above to view our
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Follow NAMAS on Social Media!

Non-Member Registration
(Through August 30, 2018)
Conference Only: $1295
Pre-Conference & Conference: $1595

Can't Make the Entire Event? Day Passes
Available!
Register for one day for only $399!

Hotel Information: NAMAS has negotiated a
discounted room rate at the Wyndham Grand
Clearwater for conference attendees at the rate
of $189/night plus tax.

Excel in your career and expand your knowledge,
attending sessions from the industry's leading
experts - all on the beautiful white sand beaches
of Florida's Gulf Coast!

Continue to Watch Your Email for Important
Conference Information Including CEU
Information, VIP Packages, Special conference
events and More!

to Register!

Complimentary

TiptWeek

Our weekly auditing & compliance tip emails are
avaiable to anyone who could benefit from this
information.

If you know someone who would like to receive
these emais, invite them to sign.

Click the image above to be added to our
email list!

Give Us a Try and
Earn 4 CEUs!
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